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Excerpt: After little sleep, I woke up before my alarm clock went off at 5:45 a.m. Without hesitating, I quickly checked my BlackBerry for any overnight messages. Shit. Seventeen unread messages from McDermott. I fell back onto my bed to scroll through them. They read, in order:
1:45 a.m. Tennis balls? LOL. Anders. 
1:46 a.m. Need home number for Chairman Jenkins. 
2:15 a.m. Hello? Are you there? 
2:16 a.m. I need Jenkin’s number now. 
2:19 a.m. Jenkins! Damn it Jenkins! 
2:25 a.m. Answer me. Did you receive my messages? 
2:55 a.m. Call me. 
3:30 a.m. Rose, pls talk to Allison about being more responsive to my needs. Improvement necessary. 
3:31 a.m. Schedule lunch with Jenkins for tomorrow.
3:33 a.m. Karma will need a ride to the airport. 
4:00 a.m. Anyone home? Anyone working for me? Do I pay your salary? 
4:15 a.m. Need kids’ school schedule faxed to Karma. 
4:55 a.m. How many frequent-flier miles do I have? Karma? Kids’ account? 
5:12 a.m. Apartment is out of decaffeinated coffee. Karma would like some this morning and prefers fresh beans. Can you have Cam drop some off?
5:15 a.m. Allison? Allison? Earth to Allison? Come in, Allison. 
5:16 a.m. Charles, need Jenkins’s number and lunch plan. 
5:30 a.m. Did not sleep well. Pls. have driver pick me up at 9 and have Cam leave coffee with concierge.
And a terrific top-of-the-morning to you, Senator Asshole—I mean—Senator McDermott.

I dressed quickly and on my morning commute I tried desperately to fight back tears. Charles kept telling me that my position was one of the most sought-after in the Senate. According to him, it was either scheduling for McDermott or he could help me land a job as the official Senate elevator girl. Apparently that gig had a uniform, including hat.
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