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Summary
Texans for Stem Cell Research (TSCR) is a non-partisan, non-profit 501(c)3 volunteer organization dedicated to the advancement of stem cell clinical applications for the treatment of millions of Texans living with incurable disease and debilitating injury. TSCR hosts education events and provides advocacy support to industry leaders, partner organizations, researchers and doctors conducting stem cell research in Texas. TSCR remains current on the latest information about stem cell research and discoveries that hold great potential for developing new treatments. TSCR assists the Texas based research teams and institutions by fostering strategic funding collaborations with potential partners.  Stem cell therapies are advancing with promising results in clinical trials and TSCR will continue to promote safe, ethical and responsible research to accelerate translational efforts in Texas. 

Goals 
The overall mission is to support, promote and advocate for Texas based medical facilities and universities conducting stem cell research.  This mission is accomplished through education, research funding support, and advocacy initiatives.
TSCR identifies and facilitates strategic partnerships for the stakeholders in stem cell research and therapy, matching funding sources with scientific and clinical researchers to increase the number of FDA approved clinical trials for all types of debilitating diseases. 
1) Education
The organization maintains the highest standards in facilitating comprehensive, concise and up-to-date education to promote awareness regarding the potential benefits of stem cell research for developing future therapies for unmet medical needs. Through the help of community volunteers, individual and corporate donations, TSCR coordinate educational seminars across the state featuring world renowned stem cell scientists, clinical researchers and leading advocates. 
Texans for Stem Cell Research Learn for Life Education Series
· Learn for Life at LIVESTRONG Headquarters, Austin, Texas August 16th
· Annual Stem Cell Research Educational Symposium, Austin, Texas September 30th
· Sixth Annual Fundraiser - Singin' for Cures, Austin, Texas September 30th
· World Stem Cell Awareness Day, October 30th, 2011

· The Austin Forum on Science, Technology & Society November 1st, 2011

Stem Cell Awareness Day brings together the organizations and individuals around the world who are working every day to ensure that we realize the benefits of what is one of the most promising fields of science in our time.
2) Funding 

TSCR advocates for increased funding of FDA approved stem cell clinical trials to promote the advancement of safe, effective and appropriate translational efforts that can turn biological discoveries into new treatments, drugs and useful medical devices for the ultimate benefit to patients suffering from incurable disease and injury today.
3) Advocacy
Texans for Stem Cell Research advocate for responsible public policy regarding stem cell research and therapy development in order to protect our citizens.
TSCR coordinates with other advocacy groups at all levels, including state, national and international organizations to provide continuous, up to date information on current clinical trials, legislation and other issues, which affect stem cell research in Texas. TSCR advocates for necessary and appropriate oversight of the use of cell therapies in the future to ensure patient safety.
TSCR strongly believes that safety is imperative and all potential stem cell recipients of any treatment should be protected and appropriately educated.
Research and Clinical Trials in Texas:
· The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
· Texas Heart Institute Stem Cell Center
                    http://texasheart.org/research/stemcellcenter/index.cfm
· The Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Medicine Institute for Regenerative Medicine (IRM) at Scott & White Hospital

· University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas

· MD Anderson Stem Cell Transplantation and Cellular Therapy Center
· http://www.mdanderson.org/patient-and-cancer-information/cancer-information/clinical-trials/clinical-trials-at-md-anderson/index.html
· STaR Center of Baylor College of Medicine
· Austin Heart, PLLC and Heart Hospital of Austin   

· University Medical Center Brackenridge 
http://www.seton.net/locations/brackenridge/
4) Current Legislative Activity

Statement about Senate Bill 7 
Gov. Rick Perry signed S.B. 7 Article 14 into law July 18th. The 188-page law allows for the creation of an adult autologous stem cell bank. The law lacks specifics and many details are being determined as we speak.
Sources of Stem Cells

Blood

Bone Marrow

Adipose (Fat)

Umbilical Cord Blood

Umbilical Cord

Placenta

Blastocyst
Current State of Stem Cell Research 
Medical researchers believe that stem cells could potentially lead to cures for more than 70 diseases and injuries.  Stem cell therapies are a reality in the clinic today; however, the diseases they are used to treat are limited to very specific types of disorders.  Adult and embryonic stem cells are complementary subjects of research and studying them side-by side offers the greatest potential to rapidly generate new therapies.  We support the ultimate goal shared by those working with all forms of stem cells: to define the most effective ways to reverse debilitating disease.
Medical discovery has always been a long process and routine clinical applications of adult stem cell therapies arrived twenty-five years after their initial discovery; the range of diseases is still limited to blood disorders and specific cancers.  Stem cell transplantation can cure inherited disorders of the blood and immune system and acquired loss of bone marrow function.  Most of the cancers for which the transplant approach is successful are childhood tumors or blood cell-derived cancers in adults (leukemia, lymphoma, multiple myeloma).  Replacement of blood forming stem cells through transplants can be lifesaving after chemotherapy or radiation treatments.

There is heightened interest for treating musculoskeletal abnormalities, cardiac disease and some abnormalities of immunity and there are many ongoing studies in Texas and across the US to test the role of this cell type, some of which have been very encouraging. New discoveries and processes for isolating and purifying adult stem cells types have entered the scene and hold promise for developing therapies as the cells can become muscle, bone, cartilage or fat and have some ability to modify immune function in certain experimental models. 
Therapy is not yet considered a standard of care and does not have regulatory approval for the routine treatment of disease.  However, specific uses of these cells may emerge and can only reach the clinic with continued support for more research.  Until then, current clinical therapy in any context other than a clinical research study is incorrectly stated. TSCR will continue to educate the public and state leadership appropriately, encourage further research and avoid representing early reports as definitive evidence of current therapy. 

For more information: www.ClinicalTrials.gov : Texas /Stem Cells 
Transparency

The organization will share information about governance, finances and operations. We will be open and inclusive in our procedures, processes and programs consistent with our mission and purpose.
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